Management of the child with weakness.
With increased life expectancy associated with improved respiratory care and research advances in pediatric neuromuscular diseases leading to clinical trials involving potential curative treatments, the goal in the care of the child with weakness is to optimize survival and quality of life. The care of the child with weakness includes management of motor dysfunction because of weakness, orthopedic complications of contractures and scoliosis, and comorbid complications specific to each neuromuscular disease. Optimal holistic integrative care of the multisystemic problems of such patients is best provided by the collaborative efforts of health care providers of an interdisciplinary team.